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Google Classroom Code:

Remind Code:

Rationale: A free press is one of the cornerstones of a democracy. As adults, students
will have to navigate an ever-changing media landscape in order to become
well-informed citizens about the issues that challenge us. Through focused study on
media literacy, the laws and ethics that govern journalists, and the writing practices
of journalism, students will gain the foundation they need to become active and
critical consumers of news; as well as strengthen their skills as researchers and
writers.

First Semester: Introduction to Journalism
Unit 1: Media History in Society & Why Journalism Matters
Objectives: Students will examine the different mediums of journalism. (i.e. print, blogs,
social media, broadcast, photography) They will explore how journalism is evolving in this
new age of technology, and what the benefits and setbacks are of each medium.

Unit 2: Laws and Ethics
Objectives:Students will be introduced to the laws and ethics that guide journalism
practices. (i.e. libel laws, slander, ethics, plagiarism, first amendment) They will examine key
moments in American journalism that illustrate the importance of a free press in a
democractice society.

Unit 3: News Judgement & Interviewing/ Research
Objectives:  Students will evaluate what makes something newsworthy and practice
identifying potential stories. Students will conduct, analyze, and incorporate
appropriate research mediums into all writing.

Unit 4: News Writing
Objectives: Students will write and revise multiple drafts of all writing. Students will
incorporate verifiable research and accurate reporting into all writing.

Unit 5: Going to Press
Objectives: Students will design spreads that incorporate all the standard rules of
layout and design.



Second Semester: Working in a Newsroom
Unit 6: Forms of Journalistic Writing
Objectives: Students will write articles in a wide variety of styles for various purposes
and specific audiences.

Unit 7: Multimedia Journalism
Objectives: Students will create multimedia presentations as an alternative to written
articles.

Points Distribution:
75% Summative Assessment will be broken down into four assessment types and are
used to evaluate students mastery over the unit’s objectives.  These are tests, formal
essays, presentations and projects.

20% Formative Assessments will be used for assessments along the way that prepare
students for the four summative assessments listed above. These are quizzes,
worksheets, essay outlines, class discussions and other class activities.

5% Teacher Discretion will be used for assignments related to the content, but not
directly linked to specific unit objectives. These can be student surveys, class
participation, or enrichment assignments


